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American National Government 
Baylor University 

Political Science (PSC) 1305 
Spring 2021 

 
 
Instructor Information 
Dr. Patrick Flavin 
Email: Patrick_J_Flavin@baylor.edu  
Phone: 254.710.7418 
Office location: Burleson 307.01 
Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9:30 AM – 12:30 PM (email to confirm appointment) 
 
 
Class Time and Location 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 3:30 – 4:45 PM 
Draper 147 
 
 
Course Description and Goals 
Welcome to American National Government! Whether you’re a seasoned veteran of political 
science courses here at Baylor or this is the first political science class you’ve ever taken, we all 
share one important thing in common: we’re all citizens. At its core, this class is all about 
becoming a more informed, thoughtful, and engaged citizen of American democracy. To boost 
our credentials as democratic citizens, we’ll focus on three areas: (1) the structure of the 
American political system and how citizens, the media, interest groups, and political parties 
interact within that system; (2) the formal institutions that govern us including Congress, the 
President, the bureaucracy, and the courts; and (3) how public policy decisions are made and 
their effects on our everyday lives. Along the way, we’ll also learn a little about the strategies 
that professional political scientists use to investigate and explain how our political system 
functions. In short, this class will not only make you a better student, it will also make you a 
better citizen and a savvier consumer of political information. 
 
As with any endeavor in life, it is important to set goals at the outset so we can evaluate our 
performance when we finish. So, after taking this course, you should be able to: 

• Explain how American politics today generally remains governed by the framework 
originally prescribed in the Constitution 

• Evaluate the role interest groups, political parties, the media, and (most importantly) 
regular citizens play in influencing government policy decisions 

• Identify how federal institutions (including Congress, the President, the bureaucracy, and 
the courts) function and interact with one another 

• Demonstrate a general understanding of American public policy for civil liberties, civil 
rights, the economy, and national defense 

• Debate intelligently about ongoing debates in American politics 
 

mailto:Patrick_J_Flavin@baylor.edu
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Textbooks 
There are two textbooks you will need to obtain for this course. They are available together as a 
bundle at the Baylor Bookstore. The ISBN for the two book bundle is: 9780197588475. Make 
sure you purchase the correct editions! 

 
1. James A. Morone and Rogan Kersh. 2021. By the People (Brief Fifth Edition). New 

York: Oxford University Press. ISBN: 9780197545829. 
 

2. Ryan Emenaker and James A. Morone. 2019. Current Debates in American Government 
(Second Edition). New York: Oxford University Press. ISBN: 9780190862053. 

 
 
Course Requirements 
Coming to class is a necessary, but not sufficient, part of being an active participant in the 
learning process. It is also crucial that you read the assigned material for each class completely 
and carefully. This course does not have hundreds of pages of reading per week. However, it 
does require very thorough attention to the reading that is assigned. Doing the assigned reading 
before each class session will provide important background information and greatly enhance 
what you learn and ultimately take away from this course. In addition, there will be questions on 
all exams that are taken directly from the readings. So, do the reading. All of it. Every time. If 
you don’t, your grade for this class will suffer. 
 
Your final grade for this class is made up of seven components. The breakdown of the course 
requirements as a percentage of your final grade is as follows: 
 
100 points (20%)   Exam #1 
100 points (20%)   Exam #2 
150 points (30%)   Cumulative Final Exam 
50 points (10%)   Debate Paper #1 
50 points (10%)   Debate Paper #2 
25 points (5%)    5 Reading Quizzes (5 points each) 
25 points (5%)    Course Concepts in the News discussion board posts (5 points each) 
500 points (100%) 
 
 
Exams 
There are three exams for this course, two during the semester and a cumulative final exam. The 
exams will draw on both class lectures and the assigned readings and are designed so you can 
demonstrate your understanding of the course material. I will post a detailed study guide prior to 
the exam to aid your preparation.  
 
The exam will be available on Canvas as a Word document at 6:00 AM on the day of the exam. 
You are to download the document, type your answers in the allotted time, and then upload your 
completed exam in the Assignments tab on Canvas by 11:59 PM. While taking the exam you are 
to only use your brain (no class notes, readings, study aids, etc.). 
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The exams will be on the following dates and will take the place of our class meeting that day: 
 
Exam #1: Thursday, February 18 
Exam #2: Thursday, April 8 
Cumulative Final Exam: Saturday, May 1 
 
 
Debate Papers 
One goal of this course is to strengthen your ability to thoughtfully engage in political debate. To 
help achieve that goal, during the semester you will write two debate papers that critically 
engage with the issues raised in an article of your choosing from the Current Debates in 
American Government textbook. Your debate paper should be 2-3 double-spaced pages long and 
should: (1) in a single opening paragraph, define/summarize the issues/debate raised in the 
article, (2) use the article as a jumping off point to establish your own definitive position on the 
debate in question by communicating a clear thesis statement for your paper (the final sentence 
of your opening paragraph), (3) provide thoughtful and logical arguments that support your 
thesis, and (4) identify and respond to potential counterarguments from opponents of your thesis. 
When writing your debate paper, you are welcome to use whatever writing style best allows you 
to communicate and take ownership of your argument (i.e. you are free to write in the first 
person). You are not required to consult any sources other than your Current Debates textbook. 
 
You must upload your completed debate paper in the Assignments tab on Canvas by the due date 
listed. It will be graded out of a total of 50 possible points. The due date for each debate paper 
and the sections you will choose an article from to write about are as follows: 
 
Debate Paper #1 

• Due: Thursday, March 4 (by 11:59 PM) 
• Choose an article from Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 11, or 12  

 
Debate Paper #2 

• Due: Tuesday, April 27 (by 11:59 PM) 
• Choose an article from Sections 5, 6, 10, 13, 14, 15, or 16 

 
You will not be graded based on what position in the debate you take. Rather, you will be 
evaluated by how well you articulate your thesis and provide reasoned support. Remember, your 
argument is only as good as the logic that backs it up. Please note that a paper that is well 
reasoned and well written will be evaluated as good, but not necessarily as excellent. An 
excellent (“A”) debate paper goes beyond “typical” supporting arguments and provides a 
creative and thoughtful defense that demonstrates you have really thought critically about the 
issues at hand.  
 
Below, I detail the characteristics of an excellent, good, satisfactory, and poor debate paper: 
 
An excellent (“A”) debate paper… 

• Concisely summarizes the article and then provides a clear thesis statement 
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• Provides multiple supporting arguments for that thesis that include not only the most 
obvious defense(s), but also additional creative defenses one might not think about at first 
glance 

• Gives thoughtful consideration to possible counterarguments and provides a response 
• Is clearly and concisely written with minimal or no grammatical errors 

 
A good (“B”) debate paper… 

• Summarizes the article and then provides a thesis statement 
• Provides multiple supporting arguments for that thesis 
• Gives mention of possible counterarguments 
• Is clearly and concisely written with only a few grammatical errors 

 
A satisfactory (“C”) debate paper… 

• Provides a thesis statement but fails to summarize the article 
• Provides one main supporting argument for that thesis 
• Uses unclear language, contains run-on sentences, and/or a noticeable number of 

grammatical errors 
 
A poor (“D”) debate paper… 

• Fails to communicate a thesis statement 
• Makes assertions without explanation 
• Uses unclear language, contains run-on sentences, and/or a noticeable number of 

grammatical errors such that the paper is difficult to understand 
 
 
Reading Quizzes 
There will be five reading quizzes during the semester, each consisting of five multiple choice 
questions (worth one point each). The questions will be straightforward and relatively easy to 
answer if you have completed the assigned reading for all class sessions up to and including that 
day. The quiz will be posted in the Assignments tab on Canvas immediately after class on quiz 
dates (listed in the detailed schedule for the semester below) and needs to be completed by 11:59 
PM that day. While taking the quiz you are to only use your brain (no class notes, readings, study 
aids, etc.). 
 
 
Course Concepts in the News Discussion Board Posts 
American politics isn’t just something to be studied in a classroom, it’s a part of our daily lives 
and news consumption! To help connect what we are talking about in class with what is going on 
in the real world of American politics, you will find and post an article link to our class 
discussion board (in the Discussions tab) on Canvas along with a 2-3 sentence description about 
how the article relates to a specific concept or theme we’ve examined in class. 
 
You are responsible for making a total of five posts during the semester, and each post is worth 
five points (25 points total). The post must be made by 11:59 PM on each due date listed in the 
detailed semester schedule below. 
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Questions About Graded Assignments 
I am happy to answer any questions about your grade on an exam or written assignment. 
However, you are required to wait 24 hours after the grade is posted before contacting me to 
discuss your grade. 
 
 
Letter Grade Breakdown 
I will use the following metric when calculating your semester letter grade. Please note that there 
will be no “rounding up” for borderline grades. You can view your scores for completed 
assignments at any time during the semester on our class Canvas page in the Grades tab. 
 
A 465-500 points  (93-100% of the total points possible) 
A- 450-464 (90-92.8%) 
B+ 435-449  (87-89.8%) 
B 415-434  (83-86.8%)  
B- 400-414 (80-82.8%) 
C+  385-399 (77-79.8%) 
C 365-384 (73-76.8%) 
C- 350-364 (70-72.8%)  
D+ 335-349 (67-69.8%) 
D 315-334 (63-66.8%) 
D- 300-314 (60-62.8%) 
F 299 or less (less than 60%) 
 
 
Late Assignments Policy 
Assignments that are uploaded to Canvas late will still be accepted, but with a penalty. For each 
part of a 24 hour period the assignment is late, your grade will be reduced by 10 points. For 
example, if you submit your paper two hours late, you will incur a 10 point deduction. If your 
paper is one day and two hours late, you will incur a 20 point deduction; and so on. So, it 
certainly benefits you to get all assignments turned in on time. 
 
 
Academic Integrity 
Plagiarism, or any form of cheating, involves a breach of student-teacher trust. This means that 
any work submitted under your name is expected to be your own, neither composed by anyone 
else as a whole or in part, nor handed over to another person for complete or partial revision. Be 
sure to document all ideas that are not your own. Instances of plagiarism, or any other act of 
academic dishonesty, will be reported to the Honor Council and may result in failure of the 
course. Not understanding plagiarism is not an excuse. I expect you to be intimately familiar 
with the Baylor Honor Code: https://www.baylor.edu/honorcode/index.php?id=952547.  
 
 
 
 

https://www.baylor.edu/honorcode/index.php?id=952547
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Office of Equity and Title IX 
Baylor University does not tolerate unlawful harassment or discrimination on the basis of sex, 
gender, race, color, disability, national origin, ancestry, age (over 40), citizenship, genetic 
information or the refusal to submit to a genetic test, past, current, or prospective service in the 
uniformed services, or any other characteristic protected under applicable federal, Texas, or local 
law (collectively referred to as Protected Characteristics). 
 
If you or someone you know would like help related to an experience involving: 

1. Sexual or gender-based harassment, sexual assault, sexual exploitation, stalking, intimate 
partner violence, or retaliation for reporting one of these types of prohibited conduct, please 
visit www.baylor.edu/titleix, call 254-710-8454, or email TitleIX_Coordinator@baylor.edu. 
2. Harassment (excluding those issues listed in #1) or adverse action based on Protected 
Characteristics, please visit www.baylor.edu/equity, call 254-710-7100, or email 
Equity@baylor.edu. 

 
 
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities 
Any student who needs academic accommodations related to a documented disability should 
inform me immediately at the beginning of the semester. You are required to obtain appropriate 
documentation and information regarding accommodations from the Office of Access and 
Learning Accommodation (OALA). See www.baylor.edu/oala or email OALA@baylor.edu 
today if you have not done so already. 
 
 
Detailed Schedule for the Semester 
Below, I list the class topic and assigned reading for each day of our semester together. You 
should have the assigned reading completed in time for the class session it is listed next to. So, 
for example, you should read Chapters 1 and 2 in our By the People textbook before coming to 
class on Thursday, January 21. Dates when assignments are due (posted to Canvas by 11:59 PM) 
are indicated with BOLD LETTERS. 
 
The following abbreviations are used to indicate where to find the assigned reading for each 
class session: 

• BTP = By the People 
• CD = Current Debates 

 
 
 
 

 
Day Date Class Topic Reading/Assignment Due 

Tuesday January 19 What is American Democracy? 
(and Introductions and Syllabus) 

Read the syllabus carefully 

Thursday January 21 American Constitution 
 

BTP Ch. 1 & 2 

Tuesday January 26 American Constitution/ 
Federalism 

 

CD Sec. 1-3 

Thursday 
 

January 28 Federalism 
 

BTP Ch. 3 
CD Sec. 4 

DUE: Reading Quiz #1 

http://www.baylor.edu/titleix
mailto:TitleIX_Coordinator@baylor.edu
http://www.baylor.edu/equity
mailto:Equity@baylor.edu
http://www.baylor.edu/oala
mailto:OALA@baylor.edu
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Tuesday 
 

February 2 Public Opinion 
 

BTP Ch. 6 (p. 192-207) 

Thursday 
 

February 4 Public Opinion CD Sec. 7 
DUE: News Discussion Board Post #1 

Tuesday 
 

February 9 Political Participation 
 

BTP Ch. 6 (p. 208-227) 

Thursday February 11 Political Participation 
 

CD Sec. 8 
DUE: Reading Quiz #2 

Tuesday 
 

February 16 The Media BTP Ch. 7 
CD Sec. 9 

Thursday 
 

February 18 EXAM #1  

Tuesday 
 

February 23 Interest Groups BTP Ch. 9 (p. 290-307) 
CD Sec. 12 

Thursday February 25 Political Parties BTP Ch. 9 (p. 307-329) 
CD Sec. 11 

DUE: News Discussion Board Post #2 
Tuesday 

 
March 2 DEBATE PAPER WORK DAY  

Thursday 
 

March 4 Elections 
 

DUE: DEBATE PAPER #1 

Tuesday March 9 NO CLASS – BAYLOR 
WELLNESS DAY 

 

Thursday 
 

March 11 Elections 
 

BTP Ch. 8 
CD Sec. 10 

DUE: Reading Quiz #3 
Tuesday 

 
March 16 Congressional Campaigns 

 
BTP Ch. 10 

Thursday 
 

March 18 Congress in Action CD Sec. 13 

Tuesday March 23 Electing the President 
 

BTP Ch. 11 
DUE: News Discussion Board Post #3 

Thursday March 25 The President in Office 
 

CD Sec. 14 

Tuesday 
 

March 30 Federal Bureaucracy 
 

BTP Ch. 12 
CD Sec. 15 

DUE: Reading Quiz #4 
Thursday 

 
April 1 NO CLASS –  

HAPPY EASTER! 
 

Tuesday 
 

April 6 Federal Courts 
 

BTP Ch. 13 
CD Sec. 16 

Thursday 
 

April 8 EXAM #2 
 

 

Tuesday 
 

April 13 Civil Liberties 
 

BTP Ch. 4 
CD Sec. 5 

DUE: News Discussion Board Post #4 
Thursday 

 
April 15 Civil Rights 

 
BTP Ch. 5 
CD Sec. 6 

Tuesday 
 

April 20 Economic Policymaking 
 

BTP Ch. 14 (p. 478-500) 
DUE: Reading Quiz #5 
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Thursday 
 

April 22 National Defense and 
Foreign Policymaking 

BTP Ch. 14 (p. 500-521) 
DUE: News Discussion Board Post #5 

Tuesday 
 

April 27 Semester/Final Exam Review DUE: DEBATE PAPER #2 

Saturday May 1 CUMULATIVE FINAL 
EXAM 

 

 


