
Campaigns, Elections, and American Democracy 
University of Notre Dame 

Political Science 30135 
Fall 2008 

 
 
Instructor 
Pat Flavin 
E-mail: pflavin@nd.edu 
Phone: (574) 339-9343 
 
 
Office Hours 
Tuesday 11:30-1:00, Wednesday 3:00-4:30, or by appointment 
Hesburgh Library lounge (1st floor) 
 
 
Time & Location 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 
1:55-2:45 PM 
120 Debartolo Hall 
 
 
Course Description 
The right (some may say duty) for citizens to vote in frequent and fair elections is what makes 
the United States a democracy.  In this course, we will study how well elections actually fulfill 
the promise of a government of the people, by the people, and for the people.  Put simply, do 
elections allow citizens a meaningful voice in the political process?  To answer this question, the 
course is broken into three parts.  First, we will study the history of American elections and how 
elections at the national, state, and local levels function today.  Second, we will view elections 
from the eyes of candidates and campaigns by studying who decides to run for office and how 
campaigns advertise their ideas and mobilize supporters on Election Day.  Third, we will assess 
elections from the standpoint of the regular voter; why they decide to vote, who they decide to 
vote for, and whether any of this actually makes any difference in getting the government to do 
what they want.  Throughout the course, we will return to our central question of how much, or 
little, elections allow the American people a voice in the political process. 
 
 
Readings 
You are expected to have read the assigned material before each class.  There are two books you 
will need to purchase for this course.  They are available at the Notre Dame Bookstore. 
 

1. Wayne, Stephen J.  2007.  Is This Any Way to Run a Democratic Election? (3rd Edition)  
Washington, DC: Congressional Quarterly Press.  ISBN 978-0-87289-405-1. 
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2. Semiatin, Richard J. (editor).  2008.  Campaigns on the Cutting Edge.  Washington, DC: 
Congressional Quarterly Press.  ISBN 978-0-87289-579-9. 

 
Given the high costs of textbooks, I have tried to put as much of the reading material as possible 
on Concourse.  If this is your first time using Concourse, it’s really simple to use (and I’m no 
computer wiz).  Simply go to concourse.nd.edu, choose “Log In” and use the same username and 
password as your ND e-mail account, click on the link for this class (FA08-POLS-30135-01), 
and click on the assigned reading for the day.  Most of the readings are a reasonable length, and 
you should print them out so we can refer to them in class.  To save on your printing quota, print 
on both sides of the page. 
 
 
Course Requirements 
The course requires completion of several assignments (i.e. more than just a mid-term and final 
exam).  This is for two reasons, both which benefit you.  First, doing frequent short assignments 
ensures that you remain engaged in the class throughout the semester.  Second, the fact that there 
are several assignments means that doing poorly on one will not sabotage your final grade. 
 
The breakdown of the course requirements as a percentage of your final grade are as follows: 
 
45%: 3 exams, 15% each 
30%: Election analysis paper 
15%: 3 short debate papers, 5% each 
10%: Class participation 
 
Exams (3) 
There will be three exams during the semester that will be held at the completion of each of the 
three “units” we cover.  They will draw on material from both lectures and the readings and will 
consist of a mixture of fill in the blank, short answer, multiple choice, and short essays.  They 
will be designed so you can finish the exam within the 50 minutes allotted for a class session.  
The exams will be held on the following dates: 
 
Exam #1: Friday, September 26 
Exam #2: Friday, October 31 
Exam #3: Friday, December 19 (final exam period) 
 
Election Analysis Paper (1) 
You are required to write a 10-15 (double spaced) page paper that analyzes a House or Senate 
campaign and election of your choosing this fall.  I will pass out a more detailed description of 
the paper assignment during the second week of class.  By the end of the third week of class 
(September 12), everyone should e-mail me the specific election they have chosen to research 
and write about.  I will be happy to meet with you throughout the semester to discuss the paper.  
The final draft is due in hard copy form at the beginning of class on Friday, November 21.  The 
paper will be graded out of a possible 100 points. 
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Short Debate Papers (3) 
The rules and procedures that govern elections often produce major controversy among citizens.  
During the semester, you are requited to write 3 short (no more than 3 pages double spaced) 
papers that (1) take a definitive position on a controversial topic and (2) provide an explanation 
for your chosen position.  These papers are helpful in formulating your thoughts and then 
articulating them clearly and concisely to others.  I will provide 6 topics during the semester for 
which you must write on 3 of them.  You need to turn in a hard copy to me at the beginning of 
class on the day it is due, and each paper will be graded out of a possible 20 points.  The topics 
and due date for each are as follows: 
 
Topic #1: The Electoral College should be abolished and the presidential election winner should 
instead be determined by who receives the largest share of the national popular vote. (Due: 
Friday, September 19) 
 
Topic #2: Citizens should be assessed a $100 fine if they do not go to vote on Election Day. 
(Due: Monday, October 6) 
 
Topic #3: All federal elections in the United States should be publicly funded, with money 
coming from tax revenues instead of individual contributors and candidates receiving equal 
funding. (Due: Monday, October 13) 
 
Topic #4: All elections should be non-partisan and candidates should not have a party affiliation 
listed next to their name on the ballot. (Due: Monday, October 27) 
 
Topic #5: Citizens should be required to meet a certain level of political knowledge on an exam 
administered at their polling place before they are allowed to vote. (Due: Monday, November 10) 
 
Topic #6: United States Senators and Representatives should be limited to serving two terms in 
office. (Due: Wednesday, December 3) 
 
Class Participation 
First and foremost, you should attend all class sessions.  Lectures are meant to build on (and not 
merely repeat) class readings, so missing class will leave you underprepared for the exams.  
During each class session, there will be opportunities for you to offer your opinion on the day’s 
topic.  And, of course, you are always welcome to raise your hand at any time if something I said 
wasn’t clear or you seek additional information about a specific topic. 
 
For three class sessions during the semester, you will be the stars of the show.  These sessions 
will have minimal lecturing by me, leaving most of the time for open discussion of the topics 
we’ve been covering in class.  To ensure we discuss what you want to talk about, each student 
will sign up to send me (by e-mail) three discussion questions for one of the three discussion 
class sessions.  Because we are in the thick of an election season, you are encouraged to bring up 
items that relate to both how elections are run in the United States and likes/dislikes of particular 
candidates and campaigns.  I will then draw on the questions submitted to me when guiding the 
class’ discussion. 
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Extra Credit 
For those who are interested, I offer an opportunity for extra credit that will boost the 
participation portion of your grade.  You are to volunteer for a campaign or get-out-the-vote 
organization for at least 3 hours and then write a 3 page “journal” that describes what you did 
and how it relates to some of the themes we have covered in class.  Please check with me before 
volunteering to make sure the volunteer activity is appropriate for the assignment.  
 
 
Grading Breakdown 
I will use the following metric when calculating your final grades: 
 
A 94% or higher out of the total points possible 
A- 90 – 93.9 
B+ 87 – 89.9 
B  84 – 86.9 
B- 80 – 83.9 
C+ 77 – 79.9 
C 74 – 76.9 
C- 70 – 73.9 
D+ 67 – 69.9 
D 64 – 66.9 
D- 60 – 63.9 
F 59.9 or lower 
 
 
Absences/Late Assignments Policy 
It is important for you to attend every class.  However, there may be instances during the 
semester when you will not be able to attend because of an illness or family emergency.  If so, 
please e-mail me before class and let me know you will not be in class that day.  This is 
especially important if you miss a day when an exam is scheduled because we need to discuss 
how you can make up the exam as quickly as possible.  To be fair to the other students in the 
class, you will only be permitted to make up an exam if you contact me before class begins. 
 
Assignments that are turned in late will still be accepted but with a penalty.  For each day the 
assignment is late, your grade will be reduced by 10%.  For example, if you turn in a short debate 
paper one day late and receive a grade of 20/20, you will only get 18/20 in the grade book.  If it’s 
two days late, you’ll get 16/20; and so on.  So, it certainly benefits you to get all assignments 
turned into me on time. 
 
 
Academic Integrity 
Cheating is against University policy and just plain stupid.  You are all too smart and have 
worked too hard to be here at Notre Dame to ruin it by not doing your own work.  Plagiarism 
will not be tolerated, and appropriate action will be taken if it is suspected.  For all writing 
assignments, be sure to provide proper citation and reference information if you consult outside 
sources.  This is a good habit to get into not only while here at Notre Dame but beyond as well. 
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Detailed Reading/Assignment Schedule 
 
You should have the assigned reading completed in time for the class session it is listed next to.  
So, for example, you should read Chapter 1 of Is This Any Way to Run a Democratic Election? 
(Wayne) before class on Friday, August 29. 
 
The following are used to indicate where to find the assigned reading for each class session: 
 
C = Reading available on Concourse (concourse.nd.edu) 
ER = Reading available from Library Electronic Reserves (link to the page is on Concourse) 
Wayne = Chapter from Is This Any Way to Run a Democratic Election? 
Semiatin = Chapter from Campaigns on the Cutting Edge 
 
 

Day/Date Topic(s) 
 

Reading/Assignment Due 
 

W Aug. 27 Introductions and plan for the 
semester 

 

F Aug. 29 Why have elections? 
Different theories of democracy 

Wayne Ch. 1 
ELECTORAL COLLEGE 

“BRACKET” DUE 
M Sept. 1 History of American elections (1) 

Federalists vs. Anti- Federalists 
Federalist Papers #10 and #68 (C) 

 
W Sept. 3 History of American elections (2) 

and prospects for the 2008 election 
Keyssar “Breaking Barriers” (ER) 

 
F Sept. 5 How political scientists study 

elections and voting 
Bartels “What’s the Matter with 
What’s the Matter with Kansas” 

(C) 
M Sept. 8 Mechanics of voting and reforms 

 
Semiatin Ch. 11 

W Sept. 10 Discussion Class #1 Miroff “Democracy: Overrated or 
Undervalued?”  (ER) 

F Sept. 12 Primaries/nomination process Wayne Ch. 7 
ELECTION CHOICE DUE 

M Sept. 15 Presidential elections and the 
Electoral College 

Dahl “Electing the President” 
(ER) 

W Sept. 17 Congressional elections Jacobson “Congressional 
Candidates” (ER) 

F Sept. 19 Apportionment and redistricting & 
Elections at the state and  

local level 

Morton “Minority Voters and 
Representation” (ER) 

SHORT PAPER #1 DUE 
M Sept. 22 Direct Democracy: Initiatives and 

Referenda 
Ernst “The Historical Role of 
Narrow-Material Interests in 

Initiative Politics” (ER) 
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W Sept. 24 Comparing the U.S. to other 
countries’ electoral systems 

Blais “Electoral Systems” (ER) 

F Sept. 26 EXAM #1 
 

 

M Sept. 29 Do campaigns matter? (1) Wayne Ch. 8 
(2) Semiatin Ch. 1 

W Oct. 1 Who runs for office? Fowler “Who Runs for 
Congress?” (C) 

F Oct. 3 How campaigns are organized Look at one candidate’s website 
for House, Senate, and President 

M Oct. 6 Campaign strategy (1) Semiatin Ch. 3 
SHORT PAPER #2 DUE 

W Oct. 8 Campaign strategy (2) 
 

Semiatin Ch. 9 

F Oct. 10 Fundraising/campaign finance 
 

Semiatin Ch. 2 

M Oct. 13 PACS, 527s, and  
other outside groups 

Semiatin Ch. 8 
SHORT PAPER #3 DUE 

W Oct. 15 Discussion Class #2 (1) Wayne Ch. 4 
(2) Semiatin Ch. 10 

F Oct. 17 Polling and public opinion 
 

Semiatin Ch. 5 

FALL BREAK  
NO CLASS 

  

M Oct. 27 Media coverage of politics Wayne Ch. 5 
SHORT PAPER #4 DUE 

W Oct. 29 Media coverage of campaigns 
 

Semiatin Ch. 4 

F Oct. 31 EXAM #2 
 

 

M Nov. 3 Predictions for the 2008 election 
 

 

T Nov. 4 ELECTION DAY! VOTE and watch election 
coverage 

W Nov. 5 Election recap and analysis 
 

 

F Nov. 7 Who votes? (1) 
 

(1) Wayne Ch. 2 
(2) MacDonald and Popkin “The 
Myth of the Vanishing Voter” (C) 

M Nov. 10 Who votes? (2) Semiatin Ch. 6 
SHORT PAPER #5 DUE 

 
W Nov. 12 Political knowledge Niemi “Does Lack of Political 

Information Matter?”  (ER) 
F Nov. 14 Partisanship and political parties (1) Wayne Ch. 6 

(2) Semiatin Ch. 7 
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M Nov. 17 Culture war and political 
polarization 

Fiorina “A 50:50 Nation? The 
Red and the Blue States” (ER) 

W Nov. 19 Who do voters vote for and why? (1) Abramson “Party Loyalties, 
Policy Preferences, and the Vote” 

(ER) 
F Nov. 21 Who do voters vote for and why? (2) ELECTION ANALYSIS 

PAPER DUE 
M Nov. 24 Representation of public opinion (1) Wayne Ch. 3 

(2) King “Running Scared” (C) 
THANKSGIVING  

BREAK 
NO CLASS 

 
 
 

 

M Dec. 1 Elections and public policy Page and Shapiro “Effects of 
Public Opinion on Policy” (C) 

W Dec. 3 Political inequality (1) Lijphart “Unequal Participation: 
Democracy's Unresolved 

Dilemma” (C) 
SHORT PAPER #6 DUE 

F Dec. 5 Political inequality (2) Verba “Would the Dream of 
Political Equality Turn out to Be a 

Nightmare?” (C) 
M Dec. 8 Discussion Class #3 

 
Semiatin Ch. 12 

W Dec. 10 Quality of American Democracy 
 

Wayne Ch. 9 

F Dec. 19 EXAM #3 – 8:00 AM 
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