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Choose Your Own Keynote Address
Social psychology continues to reveal the power of choice to drive student engagement and
achievement—the beauty of autonomous learners pursuing their passion with gusto. However, public
education often struggles to make space for advanced learners, asking them instead to sit through the
same lecture, the same worksheet, the same assignment—praising only uniformity and completion, not
challenge and growth. If we expect more from our schools, we must also expect more from ourselves.

Never attempted before, “Choose Your Own Keynote Address” asks for audience participation as we
move through pertinent gifted topics in a fun and organic way. The focus is on empowering parents to
dialog and advocate for the unique needs of the advanced and gifted learner. Come ready to engage,
gather resources, and provide feedback that will guide the discussion.

MMSCI 301

KEYNOTE
9:30 a.m.- 10:30 a.m.

Justin Vawter, M.Ed.

The TAGT Advocate for the Gifted, Justin Vawter is Chief Creative Officer
(CCO) for NuMinds Enrichment. Justin serves as SAGE chair for his local
PTA, is a board member of the Gifted Education Alliance of Richardson
(GEAR), and is part of the TAGT HB3/State Plan Task Force Committee. He
is the proud father of both a gifted and twice-exceptional child.

Justin holds a master's degree in curriculum design and instruction from the
University of North Texas, which he uses to oversee curriculum development
and instructional design at NuMinds.

In addition to local, district, and state board positions, his advocacy work
includes meeting with representatives and senators, testifying in front of the
House Education Committee on HB3, and working with legislatures and legal
council to craft addendums and (ultimately) amendments that would preserve
G/T program fidelity. 

Justin firmly believes that with responsive curriculum, inspired classroom
instruction, and expanded identification, we can close the equity gap and
bring advanced learning to the forefront of educational services.



AGENDA
SPR ING 2020  GT  PARENT

CONFERENCE

 

 

11:45 a.m.–12:45 p.m.

Lunch 

 

3:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.

Parent Networking Event
 
 

K E Y N O T E  

9:30 a.m.–10:30 a.m.

Choose Your Own Keynote Address

Room 301

 

Justin Vawter, M.Ed.

 

B R E A K O U T  S E S S I O N  1
1 0 : 4 5  A . M . – 1 1 : 4 5  A . M .

Session 
 
Lessons Learned From Working With Highly Gifted

Students
Cheryl Tal iaferro, Ph.D.
 
Supporting Your 2E Child in School and at Home 
Tracey Sulak, Ph.D.
 
 
A Parent's Guide to Managing Stress With Gifted

Students
Todd Kettler, Ph.D., Cole Sussman, and Kailey Farris
 

R O O M

 

3 0 2

 

 

3 0 3

 

3 0 4
 

 

 

B R E A K O U T  S E S S I O N  2
1 2 : 4 5  P . M – 1 : 4 5  P . M .

Session 
 
 

P r o t e c t  a n d  I m p r o v e  Y o u r  D i s t r i c t ' s  G T
P r o g r a m :  H o w  P a r e n t s  C a n  G e t  S t a r t e d
Panel of Past and Present GT Parent Leaders
 
 
Introduction to the Baylor Honors College
Jul ia Hejduk, Ph.D.
 
 
Raising Children With Grit: Parenting Passionate,

Persistent, and Successful Kids
Laila Sanguras, Ph.D.

 

R O O M

 

3 0 2

 

 

3 0 3

 

 
3 0 4

 

 

 

B R E A K O U T  S E S S I O N  3
2 : 0 0  P . M . – 3 : 0 0  P . M .

Session 
 
Meeting Your Child's GT Needs: Texas GT

Requirements and Positive Advocacy
Emily Villamar-Robbins and Justin Vawter, M.Ed.

 

Legislation and Advocacy for Gifted Education

in Texas
Tracy Fisher

 

Addressing Gifted Students' Stress and Anxiety
James Bishop, Ph.D.

 

R O O M

 

3 0 2

 

 
 

3 0 3

 

 
3 0 4

 

 



Highly gifted students and their families are often confronted with unique
challenges and opportunities as they traverse a K–12 landscape that is not
designed for them. Drawing on more than two decades of experience working
with this special population, Dr. Taliaferro will share some of the lessons she has
learned while guiding highly gifted students and parents along this journey.

Lessons Learned From Working
With Highly Gifted Students

Cheryl

Taliaferro,

Ph.D.

MMSCI 302

Supporting Your 2E Child in School and at Home
Tracey

Sulak,

Ph.D.

MMSCI 303

Recent studies indicate that adolescents are the most stressed generation in the
United States. In addition, stress is higher during the academic year, and
students report grades, homework, and pressure to perform as the primary
causes of stress. We will talk about patterns and sources of stress, potential
effects of stress, and recommendations for helping your children manage it.

A Parent's Guide to Managing Stress
With Gifted Students

Twice-exceptional students are underidentified and underserved in schools. What
do we know about this population of students and how can we use this
information to advocate for their needs? Let's engage with the current research
and explore both questions. We will discuss current dilemmas around
identification and methods for supporting 2E student success. In addition, we will
consider ways to use the current research to support advocacy.

Todd Kettler,

Ph.D.,

Cole Sussman,

and

Kailey Farris

MMSCI 304

BREAKOUT
SESSION 1

10:45 a.m.-11:45 a.m.



In Texas, many decisions about gifted services are left to individual districts to
decide. Because of House Bill 3, GT funding decisions also shifted to district control.
Your district’s GT program might need improvement or support—and you can make
a difference! Learn about myths and threats to gifted education, ways parents can
work together to support their district’s GT educators and programs, and the power of
networking, both locally and in future legislative sessions. Whether you see yourself
as a leader or a follower, come learn from our panel about how individual parents
can make an impact and can support the services needed by your child.

MMSCI 302

Protect and Improve Your District’s Gifted Program:
How Parents Can Get Started

Julia

Hejduk,

Ph.D.

MMSCI 303

Raising Children With Grit: Parenting Passionate,
Persistent, and Successful Kids

The mission of the Baylor Honors College is to “love truth, kindle faith, and cultivate
virtue in friendship, study, and service to Christ and neighbor.” But what does that
look like in practice? This session will provide an overview of the four programs
under the Honors College umbrella—University Scholars, Great Texts, the Baylor
Interdisciplinary Core, and the Honors Program—and of the Honors Residential
College, which is open to students in any of these programs. Come learn about how
your child can benefit from participating in an Honors College Program.

Laila

Sanguras,

Ph.D.

 

MMSCI 304

Grit, the combination of passion and perseverance, is critical to a child's success.
That means we must understand how to cultivate children's passions and raise them
in ways to combat the need for immediate gratification. In this session, participants
will learn how to develop grit in their children in both social and academic
environments. By helping parents understand their children's personalities and their
own parenting styles, we can learn ways to positively influence grit development.
Appropriate roles and boundaries will be outlined for children at all school levels, as
well as examples of when parents should mediate conflict in social situations. We will
discuss ideas for cultivating individual passions and strategies for teaching our
children what it means to persist through challenges. 

BREAKOUT
SESSION 2

12:45 p.m.– 1:45 p.m.

Sabrina James,

Amy Warren,

Cherin Escher,

Bettina

Flunker, Lin

Lim, and Emily

Villamar-

Robbins

Introduction to the Baylor Honors College



Your gifted and talented child has needs in school, but how are Texas schools
expected to meet those needs? When something isn’t going well, how can you
advocate for your child in a constructive way? Come learn from a GT parent and
an experienced GT teacher about Texas’ requirements for gifted and talented
education, positive negotiation strategies, and ways to work with educators to
help your child reach his or her potential.

MMSCI 302

Meeting Your Child's GT Needs: Texas Gifted
Requirements and Positive Advocacy

Tracy

Fisher

MMSCI 303

This session will review recent legislation in gifted education in the state of Texas
and address issues that may come up in the future legislative decisions. The
speaker will discuss how parents can organize and advocate for beneficial policy
decisions in gifted education.

BREAKOUT
SESSION 3

2:00 p.m.– 3:00 p.m.

Emily Villamar-

Robbins and

Justin Vawter,

M.Ed.

Legislation and Advocacy for Gifted Education in
Texas

Managing stress and anxiety is one of the most frequent issues faced by gifted
children. In this session, Dr. Bishop will discuss how to identify anxiety, the factors
that influence this feeling in gifted children, and research concerning the issue.
Attendees will learn about the impact of anxiety on the entire family and the
classroom, and, most importantly, strategies for supporting a gifted child who may
experience stress and anxiety.

Addressing Gifted Students' Stress and Anxiety
James Bishop,

Ph.D.

MMSCI 304


