
Nominate your best students to participate in

 THE ANNUAL INTERDISCIPLINARY LIBERAL ARTS SYMPOSIUM 

Issues, Ideas, and Integration 
Accepted students will participate in the art of 

interdisciplinary  collaboration  and   interact   with
other college thinkers who share a passion 

for cross-disciplinary conversations.

May 26 – May 30, 2020
This selective symposium is open to highly motivated, 

academically curious, incoming college juniors and seniors. 

Wheaton's IDS major is ranked best in the nation by 
bestbachelorsdegreecenter.org and bestcolleges.com

Sponsored by the Interdisciplinary Studies Program at Wheaton College

mailto:ids@wheaton.edu


THE ANNUAL INTERDISCIPLINARY LIBERAL ARTS SYMPOSIUM 

Who may apply to the symposium?

 Applicants must be enrolled full time in a

recognized CCCU institution.

 Students must be at the incoming junior

or senior status.

• Students must be nominated for the

symposium by a faculty member from

their respective college or university.

 Students must be eager to participate in

serious cross-disciplinary dialogue on a 

•

variety of subjects.

Only    fourteen students  will be chosen to
participate in this selective symposium. 

✓ There is no registration fee.

✓ Each accepted attendee will receive
a $500 stipend after completing
the symposium.

✓ Lodging is covered: attendees will
stay at a hotel in double rooms.

✓ Food is covered: breakfast, lunch,
and dinner will be provided for
symposium attendees daily.

✓ Attendees will be responsible for
their own transportation costs and
arrangements.

✓ The symposium will be held on the
Wheaton College campus (30 miles
west of Chicago, IL).

For information contact: Interdisciplinary.Studies@wheaton.edu

• Students must complete and submit an

application, which includes short essays 
and a faculty recommendation.

Application deadline: April 6, 2020.

mailto:ids@wheaton.edu


   THE ANNUAL INTERDISCIPLINARY LIBERAL ARTS SYMPOSIUM 

Preliminary Schedule of Events
Tuesday 

 10:00 –11:30      Arrival and Check-in: Blanchard Hall, Rm 455
11:30 – 1:00 Lunch: Welcome, Introductions, Overview 

1:00 – 2:00 Writing Exercise, Reflection & Discussion 

2:00 – 3:00 Reading Analysis & Shared Inquiry Session 

3:00 – 3:30 Break for Snacks and Beverages 

3:30 – 4:30 Small Group Dialog/Activity 
4:30 – 5:00 Large Group Discussion 

5:00 – 6:30 Dinner & Conversation 

  6:30   Shuttle to Hotel 

Wednesday thru Friday
7:30 – 8:30    Breakfast at Hotel 

      8:30    Shuttle to the College 

9:00 –10:00   Writing Exercise, Reflection & Discussion 

10:00-11:30   Reading Analysis & Shared Inquiry Session 

11:30 –1:00   Lunch 

1:00 – 2:00 Writing Exercise, Reflection & Discussion 

2:00 – 3:00 Reading Analysis & Shared Inquiry Session 

3:00 – 3:30 Break for Snacks and Beverages 

3:30 – 4:30 Small Group Dialog/Activity 

4:30 – 5:00 Large Group Discussion 

5:00 – 6:30 Dinner & Conversation 

  6:30   Shuttle to Hotel 

 Saturday 
7:30 – 8:30    Breakfast at Hotel 

  8:30   Shuttle to the College 
9:00 –10:00   Writing Exercise, Reflection & Discussion 

10:00-11:30   Closing Remarks and Symposium Feedback 

11:30 –1:00   Lunch 

Important Dates

Monday, April 6, 2020
Application deadline 

Monday, April 13, 2020
Email notification of acceptance or wait list 

Monday, April 20, 2020
Deadline to confirm participation via email to 
Interdisciplinary.Studies@wheaton.edu.

Monday, April 27, 2020
Symposium information and details emailed to 
participants.

Tuesday, May 26, 2020
Symposium opens at 10:00 a.m. CST

Saturday, May 30, 2020
Symposium closes at 1:30 p.m. CST 

To learn more about the 
Interdisciplinary Studies 

program at 
Wheaton College,

 check out the core text 
Interdisciplinary Inclinations 

by Jeffry C. Davis.



Symposium Benefits:

• Interact with other thinkers who have a passion for

interdisciplinary study and problem solving.

• Read about key issues addressing liberal arts interdisciplinarity

today, especially from a Christian perspective.
• Participate in the art of cross-disciplinary conversation with a

small group   of students from various CCCU institutions.

• Practice the academic literacy skills of reading, writing,

speaking, and listening within a supportive environment.

• Gain important insights into some of the complex problems

facing contemporary society.

About Wheaton’s Interdisciplinary Studies Major:

Wheaton’s IDS major is selective and requires a detailed 
application, reviewed by ten faculty across the disciplines. 
Students design a unique program of study by combining 
coursework from two or three academic disciplines and then 
address a complex problem requiring integration. The 
culmination of the program is a substantial research project. 

“I love to see students enter a process of discernment 
about their God-given gifts, and then pursue their 
passions with gusto through the IDS program.” 

Jeffry C. Davis, PhD 
Director of Interdisciplinary Studies 

Interdisciplinary Studies 
Dr. Jeffry C. Davis, Program Director 

Marie Friesema, Program Coordinator 

501 College Avenue 
Wheaton, IL 60187 
interdisciplinary.studies@wheaton.edu

Office Phone: 630-752-5158

mailto:IDS@wheaton.edu



